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of Christendom and is the cause of so much injury to the Catho-
lic faith and loss of so many million souls, there is no doubt that
whosoever sends her out of the world with the pious intention
of doing God service, not only does not sin but gains merit/
The efforts of the Papacy to bring about the c Enterprise of
England', of which at this very time there was a pitiful mani-
festation in the Irish expedition, were unceasing. Those efforts
always contemplated and relied upon support from a Catholic
rising in England itself. Hence, the missionaries were in effect
engaged in facilitating the destruction of Elizabeth.

The work of the priests went on, with striking success. Mov-
ing about the country in disguise, hidden now in this gentle-
man's house, now in another's, spied upon, hunted, till fear
Itself took away all fear, they inspired Catholics with their own
fervour, restored discipline, and banished the uncertainty and
compromise of twenty years. Their work was fatal to the hope
that had prompted Elizabeth's policy of peaceful absorption
into the Anglican church; it inflamed Protestant opinion; the
note of puritan nationalism became more strident. In the parlia-
ment which met at the beginning of 1581, with the Catholic
menace for its chief business, the Commons were moved by a
spirit of vengeful anger and proud confidence; anger against the
Pope and those whom he had lately sent hither,e a sort of hypo-
crites, naming themselves Jesuits, a rabble of vagrant friars
^newly sprung up and running through the world to trouble the
church of God'; confidence in how little the Pope's curses
could hurt true Englishmen and how little his blessings could
save his followers from that punishment which they were able
to lay upon them. They would have gone to any length in de-
fence of their faith and their Queen; ca princess % as one speaker
said,c known by long experience to be a principal patron of the
Gospel, virtuous, wise, faithful, just, unspotted in word and
deed, merciful; ... a Queen, besides, of this noble realm, our
native country, renowned of the world.'

It would have been easy to let this spirit in Council and Parlia-
ment run away with policy; it was difficult to prevent it. The
laws passed were drastic; and in times of crisis, they were more